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There are a lot of nuances to the grade separation that I will go through.
 
But, first the railroad crossings are not the site capacity constraint. The commuter trains have gate down
times generally no more than one minute which is less than a traffic signal phase. The freight trains are too
infrequent to impact the site vehicular capacity. Although, when a train passes through and the gate is
down for 5, 10, or 20 minutes there is definitely a capacity constraint. We just don’t know when or how
often that will happen.  Technically there would be slight queue differences with the at-grade crossing
because cars might have to stop at the train tracks for a train. But, with grade separation these cars would

just stop 300 feet further down the road at 3rd Street so I can’t see how this would change air quality.
 

You ask, “Where is the vehicle capacity constraint?” Good question. The local street network between 3rd

and 7th streets is the constraint to vehicular capacity. Traffic transitions between Brush, Castro, Market,
and MLK as well as to/from I-880 within these few blocks and the various turning movements required to
accommodate everyone constrains capacity.
 
So, following is a summary of each grade separation option.
 

Market Street Grade Separation (existing at-grade crossing closed)
 
Under this scenario there would be no change to traffic operations compared to the base project
which includes at-grade crossings at Market and MLK.
 

Brush Street Grade Separation – Option A (at-grade Market Street crossing remains open)
 
Under this scenario there would be an increase in the site capacity from about 2,400 cars to about
3,100 cars during the peak hour. I think that is the most traffic that the local street system can
handle and we have three connections i.e., Market, Brush, and MLK versus two connections to
disperse traffic.
 

Brush Street Grade Separation – Option B (at-grade Market Street crossing closed)
 

Under this scenario there would be no change to traffic operations compared to the base project
which includes at-grade crossings at Market and MLK.

 
For off-site Coliseum. If we know the land use mix and size we can calculate total VMT using the Alameda
CTC model. We also have VMT for ballpark activities at the Coliseum if you need that. Let us know what you
need and your input assumptions and we will add it to the list.
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From: Hillary Gitelman <HGitelman@esassoc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 10:45 AM
To: Robert Rees <R.Rees@fehrandpeers.com>
Cc: Lee Reis <L.Reis@fehrandpeers.com>; Crescentia Brown <CBrown@esassoc.com>
Subject: A's Alternatives
 
Hi Rob,
 
I hope all is well with you! 
 
I know you’re in the final throes of putting together your EIR section, so I have held off bothering you about
alternatives again for as long as possible.  However, based on City comments on our first draft of the
chapter, we are hoping you can help us with two items:
 

1. Grade Separation Alternative (this is relatively urgent).  We assume that the City may wish to adopt
this alternative, so we need to do a more in depth analysis of Air Quality than we would normally do
for an alternative.  We are getting relevant construction equipment info from the A’s to calculate
construction emissions and would like to understand whether/how the traffic numbers for the
project need to be modified.  Can you help with this??  I had understood that the grade separation
would not change mode shares, but presumably it will change volumes and queuing on local
streets…

 
2. Off-Site (Coliseum Area) Alternative (this is not as urgent).  For this alternative, we are presenting

data for the Coliseum District from the Coliseum Area Specific Plan (CASP) EIR but that EIR did not
include VMT.  Would it be possible to estimate VMT somehow?  If it’s a huge deal, we can probably
do without it, but it would be great to have if possible.

 
The development program of this alternative as compared to the project is presented below.

 
 

COMPARISON OF ALTERATIVE 2: OFF-SITE (COLISEUM AREA) ALTERNATIVE AS DEFINED IN THE COLISEUM AREA SPECIFIC

PLAN (CASP) EIR ALTERNATIVE 2CA WITH THE PROPOSED PROJECT

 

Alternative 2:

Off-Site (Coliseum) Alternativea
Proposed Project at Howard Terminal

 

Site Acreage Approximately 253 acres Approximately 55 acres (45.9 acres with the
Maritime Reserve Scenario)

Sports/Performance Venues

ballpark 39,000 capacity (new) 35,000 capacity

arena 19,000 capacity (existing) none

Other None 3,500 capacity performance venue

Other Land Uses   

Residential 4,000 dwelling units 3,000 dwelling units

Office 1.5 M sq. ft. (“science & technology space”) 1.5 M sq. ft.
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Hotel 850 rooms in 3 hotels 400 rooms in 1 hotel

Retail 415,000 sq. ft. retail 270,000 sq. ft. retail/restaurant

Open Space 26.5 acres 18.2 acres

Parking

total 18,170 spaces 8,900 spaces
 
NOTES:
  As defined in the City of Oakland, Coliseum Area Specific Plan EIR, Chapter 5, Alternative #2C. p. 5-14 and Chapter 3, Project Description, p. 3-50.

Alternative 2C in the CASP EIR would have the same intensity of uses as development anticipated under the CASP, except that it would not include a
new football stadium and the existing arena would be reused.

 

 
Also, the Trip Generation summary for the Coliseum District development is in Table 4.13-15 of the CASP
Draft EIR and the impacts of the EIR alternative with a new ballpark and no football is summarized as
follows:
 

“Scenario 2B: New Stadium or Ballpark/New Arena. If one of the new sports venues is a new football 
Stadium, then Scenario 2B would experience the same 
maximum special event traffic as would be  experienced  under  Scenario  2A  and  the  proposed 
Project  (i.e.,  a  football  game  with  70,000  attendees).  
However, if the one new sports venue is a baseball Ballpark, it would lower the 
maximum special event traffic as compared to the proposed Project. At most, 
such a scenario would 
have concurrent events with 39,000 baseball attendees, plus 20,000 attendees at an Arena event, or 
59,000 total attendees. The 
59,000 attendee scenario represents a maximum special event traffic  condition  that  has 
approximately  8%  more  traffic  than  is  currently  experienced 
under  similar 
existing concurrent event conditions.  The additional 8% of special event traffic would exacerbate 
the already congested traffic conditions in 
the vicinity of the site pre- and post-event, but to a lesser 
degree than would the proposed Project.” (CASP DEIR Page 5-63)

 
Let’s chat if you have Q!  Regards,
 
Hillary
 
Hillary Gitelman

ESA | Environmental Science Associates
Celebrating 50 Years of Work that Matters!
 
550 Kearny Street, Suite 800
San Francisco, CA  94108
415.896.5900 main
415.262.2309 direct
415.716.9280 mobile
hgitelman@esassoc.com | esassoc.com

Follow us on LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Vimeo
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